
Burbage Parish Council 
Notes of the Burbage Annual Parish Meeting 

held on Tuesday 15 May 2018 
at 7.30pm in the Village Hall Burbage 

 
 

PRESENT: Cllrs Colling (in the chair), Giddings, Pearce, Terry, Thornton, Andrew 
Wheeler, Chris Wheeler, Joyce Turner (Clerk), Cllr Stuart Wheeler, Gavin 
Ketchen, Sylvia James Yates, Sue Masey, James Oliver, George Gordon, Neil 
Patterson, and 34 members of the public 

 
1 Chairman’s introduction 
 Parish Council achievements 
 Cllr Colling welcomed everyone to the meeting, and said that it was good to see so 

many representatives from other groups in the village at the meeting, as he felt it 
would be beneficial to the whole parish if all the different groups could work 
together more.  
The Chairman presented details of the Parish Council finances for 2017/18, showing 
where the income had come from, and how it had been spent during the year. There 
have been several expenses for the completion and adoption of the Neighbourhood 
Plan, where outside experts have been employed, but these have been largely 
covered, so far, by grants. It is hoped that there will still be a large surplus from the 
funds originally set aside for the Neighbourhood Plan, which will then be spent on 
other projects in the village. The village will be asked for suggestions as to the best 
areas to use any remaining money from this fund.  
The Chairman asked Councillor Pearce to give an update on the Neighbourhood Plan. 
Councillor Pearce informed the meeting that the NDP has been approved by the 
independent Examiner, who commented very favourably on the quality of the Plan. 
Wiltshire Council have sent the decision letter to the Parish Council, and a 
referendum date of Thursday 26th July has been set. This will be the parish’s 
opportunity to either vote to adopt the Neighbourhood Development Plan, which 
will then become law; or to vote against it, in which case Burbage parish would be 
reliant on the Wiltshire Council Planning Department to decide what potential 
development sites should be approved in the parish. The Chairman thanked 
Councillor Pearce, and thanked the whole NDP Steering Group for their hard work in 
bringing the Plan to this stage. 

 The Chairman has organised a team of people to help test and maintain all the 
defibrillators in the parish, and this is working well. The defibrillators are now of an 
age when they require some maintenance of the replaceable parts, and this is being 
done as soon as is necessary for each one. 
The Parish Council time has been working hard on getting a 40mph speed limit in 
Durley, and this was put in place during the year. Wiltshire Council covered most of 
the £3,000 cost of implementing the speed limit, but the Parish Council had to 
contribute 10%. 



The Parish Council finalised the Emergency Plan, to be able to provide essential 
services and pre-planned actions in the event of any major emergency. 

 The main concerns of the Parish Council going forward are maintaining the 
playgrounds and pathways; appropriate care of Seymour Pond and Westcourt Pond; 
the potential provision of a CCTV system on the outskirts of the village; a possible 
20mph limit in certain areas of Burbage; and the lack of Parish Councillors. The 
Parish Council currently has 5 vacancies, and the Chairman asked anyone who might 
be interested to contact either him or the Clerk. 

 The Chairman finished his introduction by asking the village to notify the Parish 
Council of any problems within the parish, by contacting the Clerk. If there are issues 
with items or services looked after by Wiltshire Council then people are asked to 
report them directly to Wiltshire Council via the MyWiltshire webpage. 

  
 
2 Burbage News  
 Gavin Ketchen asked for any suggestions for improvements to the Burbage News. He 

thanked the Parish Council for their grant which has helped to buy new computer 
equipment to make it easier and more efficient to produce the magazine. He then 
mentioned the Burbage News Quarterly, which is an on-line magazine, which is 
particularly suited to articles with a lot of photographs; or to longer pieces than can 
be accommodated easily in the monthly magazine. The BN team are particularly 
keen for local groups to use it to post photos and articles about what their group 
does. There is a link to the on-line magazine on the village website.  

 Mr Ketchen then updated the meeting on the arrangements that are being made for 
the Gala Week. A large number of events have already been organised, including a 
Scarecrow Festival, a presentation from the Friends of Wolfhall, and the Prospect 
Hospice Bring & Buy sale. Details can be found in the Burbage News. Anyone wanting 
to add further events should contact Gavin or the committee, and their event will be 
added to the published timetable. 

 Gavin was thanked for all the work that he does for the village, particularly for the 
time and effort put into the Burbage News, and into organising local events.  

 
3 Burbage Brownies 
 Sylvia James Yates, the District Commissioner, attended the meeting to give an 

update on the Brownies. The pack used to have 18 members, but currently has 12. 
Meetings are held on Monday evenings in the Church Centre, from 6.00 – 7.15pm. 
They take part in various activities at meetings, and they will be going camping for 
the first time this year. The pack is in need of more helpers, if anyone would be 
interested in getting involved. 

 
4 Wiltshire Council 
 Cllr Wheeler reported that he has sent the Wiltshire Council report to the Clerk, and 

that it has been published on Wiltshire Council’s website. This outlines what 
Wiltshire Council has been working on over the past year, and what its plans are for 
the coming year. The main improvement for Burbage residents is that the path at 
Bedwyn station has been moved, so that the siding can be extended. This will allow 
the new 5 coach trains to be run as far as Bedwyn, which it was thought would not 



be possible. Crofton has been given a grant to help preserve the building which 
houses the beam engine. The grant will also allow the development of education 
facilities, and better toilets. The windmill site is also being developed, with the 
addition of a Victorian granary from Lackham, which is what would have been sited 
next to the windmill during its working life. 

 Councillor Wheeler spoke about the proposed closure of Oxenwood. He had 
attended the Wiltshire Council meeting in Salisbury specifically to try to dissuade the 
Council from closing it, but with little success. However, four or five offers of interest 
in it have been received. 
 The full Wiltshire Council report will be published on the Parish Council website. 

 
5 Friends of Wolfhall 
 Unfortunately, no-one from the Friends of Wolfhall was able to attend the meeting, 

but they are putting together a big display for the Gala Week. They are very keen for 
the village to be involved in what is happening at Wolfhall, and will be holding 
further open days. 

 
6 British Legion 
 James Oliver gave an overview of how the British Legion is organised. There are two 

committees, one relating to the Branch, and one to the Club itself. The Branch is 
responsible for assisting ex-servicemen and dependents. The club is specifically the 
club itself, which is one of just 6 remaining ones in Wiltshire. It is also the only one in 
a village. The club owns a tied house, formerly for the use of the club Steward. This 
has now been rented out, and the rental is giving the club a considerable income.  

 Mr Oliver informed the meeting that in 1928 there had been a pilgrimage to the 
Menin Gate. This year there will be a 90th anniversary pilgrimage, where 1,100 
branch standards will be paraded. Two British Legion representatives will take the 
standard from Burbage, and Burbage have provided funds for another two Wiltshire 
standards to go as well. The Poppy Appeal raised £4,000 last year. 

 This Armistice Day will mark the centenary of the ending of the First World War. The 
British Legion have suggested having a parade from the Hall to Church Green, to 
arrive there at exactly 11.00am. Mr Oliver would like to encourage every local family 
to research what their families did in the Great War, particularly to get the children 
interested. The children could make a placard history of what their ancestors did, 
and take it along to Church Green. Then there would be a reception in the British 
Legion hall afterwards. 

 
7 Burbage Primary School 

Beck Stubbs, the new Principal, had to send her apologies because of a sudden 
family event. 
 

8 Police Report 
 No-one from the police was able to attend the meeting. The Chairman presented an 

update from the May police report. The main problems in the parish are still tool 
thefts, from outbuildings and vans. There have been ongoing hare coursing problems 
on the Plain. 

 The full police report will be published on the Parish Council website. 



9 Burbage Village Hall 
 Sue Masey gave an update on the current status of the Village Hall. There have been 

some changes of Trustees. There is a sub committee, headed by Sally Goodyer, 
looking into finances, assisted by Wendy Jones and the Treasurer. Buildings 
maintenance is being looked after by Louise Clarke; and fund raising by Helen 
Minton and Anne Fellows. Anne is experienced in grant applications, and Helen in 
organising events. Mitch Angell remains as secretary, and Allan Masey has recently 
taken on the role of Treasurer. Mrs Masey thanked the retiring treasurer, 
Christopher Webster, for continuing in the role for a further 18 months after 
resigning, until a replacement could be found. 
Maintenance is continuing, and the gully between the Village Hall and the British 
Legion Hall has been cleaned out, repaired, and waterproofed. A price has been 
agreed to have the roof repaired; and then the next jobs will be to sort out the 
electrics, and redecorate. 
A great many fund-raising events have taken place during the year. The Village Hall 
committee would be very pleased to hear from anyone who has ideas for future 
events; and anyone who would be prepared to organise and event. 

   
10 Burbage Scouts 
 Neil Patterson reported that the Savernake Forest Scout Group was re-started in 

2011, and now has 18 Beavers, 18 Cubs, and 11 Scouts. The Scouts’ grounds were 
being well used by other groups. The Scouts take part in lots of activities, such as 
hiking, camping, and activity days. Mr Patterson thanked the Parish Council for their 
donation, which would help buy further equipment for the Scouts to extend their 
activities. The Bonfire Night display organised by the Scouts had been a great success 
at the end of last year. 

 
11 Christmas Tree Fair 
 George Gordon informed the meeting that 60-70 people are involved in the running 

of the annual Christmas Tree Fair. Mr Gordon won the Wiltshire Life Award, which 
generated a lot of publicity for both the event and the village. It made an £18,000 
profit, which allowed donations to be made to the Village Hall, the school, the 
doctors’ surgery, and the Scouts. The event is now a major part of the life of the 
village. 

 
12 Summing Up 
 Cllr Colling thanked everyone for coming, particularly the local groups who had 

attended to put up display tables to highlight their organisations at the start and the 
middle of the meeting. The Cricket Club play a large part in the village. The Bruce 
Trust is a local charity based at Great Bedwyn, which provides specially built wide 
beam boats for holidays for disabled people. The extra width allows wheelchair 
access, and there is a lift for access to the boats. Boats can be hired for day trips or 
longer holidays, and are provided with a crew of 4 people. More volunteers would be 
welcomed, for various roles. 
The Chairman reminded everyone that Burbage needs people to take part in doing 
things in the village. All the groups who had presented during the evening had asked 
for more volunteers. The Chairman advised any group needing funding to try 



applying to the Pewsey Area Board. He reminded everyone of the importance of the 
Neighbourhood Development Plan, and the upcoming referendum. 
Mr John Parsons then thanked the Parish Council for all their work on behalf of the 
parish. 

  
13 Questions 

There being no questions, the meeting finished at 21.30 hrs with the Chairman 
thanking all participants. 

  

 


